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This book is the result of more than 30 years of research into the nature of mind, the 
relation between mind and body, the definition of philosophy, and the meaning of life.  It 
includes a new philosophy called Viewpoint Pluralism that provides a unique path to 
knowledge about any subject or object, along with practical ideas for applying the 
philosophy.  This book also amplifies on Duonyms, first published in 1988.  A duonym is 
a double word that is made up of two previously existing words, like ‘egghead’ or 
‘undervote.’  Chapter Five explains the philosophical basis for duonyms, and Chapter Six 
contains an updated dictionary of duonyms.  
 
Here are some subjects discussed in Shades of Experience: 
 
What is Philosophy? 
Viewpoint Pluralism 
What is Love? 
The Nature of Sensors 
How do Mind and Body Interact? 
What is the Self? 
How to Become Experience-Rich 
The Meaning of Life is Self-Expression 
Circular Geometry 
 
 
Jesse Yoder's idea of "viewpoint pluralism" is an exciting challenge and a welcome 
antidote to the widespread assumption that what we should aim for, in our attempts to 
understand ourselves and the world, is, in Tom Nagel's phrase, "the view from nowhere." 
                                             Gareth B. Matthews 
                                             Professor of Philosophy 
                                             University of Massachusetts/Amherst 
 
 


