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Edited by Jane Lind



| NTRODUCTI ON

| think of the term "hone-com ng" as a special nanme for our
famly gatherings. |I've always had the inpression that other
fam|lies have reunions, but we have hone-com ngs. The nane for
our gat herings probably originated when ny ol der brothers and
sisters were away, and cane hone, and certainly at first our get-
togethers were at our famly hone.

The famly stories in this collection are those we have told
over and over throughout the years. | decided to keep them as
close to the oral telling as possible. In fact, | placed themin
this collection according to which year we told them which neans
there is sone repetition. But | enjoy seeing how we tell the sane
stories a different way at a different tine. The story of our
Bender ancestors comng to the United States is an exanpl e.

| decided to use a three-ring binder format so that we can
easily add our stories later on--and we can al so nake corrections
if I msinterpreted anything in the editing.

For future generations who m ght not know who is who, at the
end of the stories | listed "the siblings,"” those high-spirited
peopl e born to Sal one Bender and Shem Peachey.

Long live our stories, and those who told themn

--Jane Lind
Rockwood, Ontario, Canada
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FAM LY STORI ES
1985 FAM LY HOVE- COM NG

PAUL' S SHEEP STORY
Mark was two years older than | and we did a | ot of things
together in our childhood and youth. W had one experience that
we didn't tell our parents for many years--1'mnot sure if we
ever told them On our farm which was of the A d MacDonal d ki nd
with a variety of fow and four-footed beasts, one of our
projects was sheep. The | anbs and wool were inportant sources of
alittle cash that a farmlike that brought in then, but one of
t he pl agues of the sheep industry was the stray dogs that roaned
around in the spring and killed lanbs. | think one spring five of
our |anbs were killed by stray dogs, a serious blowin a snall
flock. In some cases these dogs did belong to soneone, but
sonetines they really were strays. W knew who the one owner was,
and we considered himan irresponsi bl e nei ghbour.

We had two guns on our farm a 22-rifle that we used at
butchering tine to shoot pigs. The other one was a shotgun that
came from an auction, a double-barrelled shotgun with only one

barrel working. One day when Father was away and Mark and | were



wor ki ng one of these dogs showed up behind the barn. W went for
the gun. Mark, of course did the shooting because he was ol der--1|
was probably el even. He shot the dog, which went into a circle,
whi ned and roll ed over and di ed.

Now we had a much bigger problem because we were pretty
sure it was the neighbour's dog, and if it was, we were in
serious trouble. And we knew if Father found out about it, he
woul d have to face the nei ghbour. What to do?

Well, there was tinme for us to dig a grave in the orchard.
We knew if the dog had no license on it we were clear, because
the county had "dog catchers"” who would conme around and | ook
after stray dogs. If you shot a dog without a collar or |icense,
you were in the clear. But this one had a collar and a |icense.
So what to do? Now, | don't advise children to keep things |ike
this fromtheir parents, but we did not tell them W kept the
collar and license for many years, and | do not renenber whether
we ever told our parents about it. Nothing canme of the whole

t hi ng, but we had one | ess dog eating our | anbs.

LABAN S COW STORY

This story is fromthe summer when Anna and Ruth and | were

| ooking after the farm-1 was seventeen or eighteen. W had a
field we called the "hivel felt,"” the hill field, which we used
for the cows' night-tinme grazing. It was above the farm

bui Il dings, and routinely we would take the cows out there after



m | ki ng. They knew the way and went on their own. On the back
side of the barn we had barn doors that hung on rollers and we
often had these doors open behind the barn. After doing the
chores, we were in the house and the cows were in the field. W
had one brown, |ong-1legged cow naned Sally. She was an

i ndi vidualist, and she often left the herd to explore things.

One evening after supper | went to the barn and finished up
sonme work and closed the barn doors as usual. | turned on the
barn |light and away over in the corner | saw two things noving.
went closer and closer. Soon splinters started to fly and then
manure with them and something was kicking. Sally had broken
through the floor with her front feet. Wiat in the world will |
do? How will | get her back up? It wasn't necessary. The | ogs
supporting the barn floor boards were close together. She kicked
sonme nore and cane down through the narrow opening and fl opped on
the long side of her belly right down to the floor. | don't know,
| imagi ne she thought she was being reborn, but |I wondered if she
would die. | was filled with consternation. Finally, she got up
| penned her into the orchard behind the barn. Later | went out
to make sure she was all right.

The next nmorning | just happened to wake up early and went
out, found a few boards, nailed them over the holes and scattered
some lime, fertilizer and dirt over themto make it all |ook Iike

antiquity. The cow survived and there was no harm done.



ESTHER S CHI CKEN STORY

Laban and | raised chickens. One winter for sonme reason the
brooders stopped working (A brooder is a stove with w de,

hori zontal "w ngs" that keeps the baby chicks warm The chicks
hover under it--it's a nodern hen.). The chi ckens crowded
together in the chicken house was cold, and often if they do that
sone get killed. There was a fl ood.

LABAN: | tell this as | renmenber it. The chi cken house was a two-
storey building. It was wnter tinme and there were no chickens in
the second floor area. | was naki ng sone plunbing repairs and

al so doi ng sonet hi ng down bel ow. The chi ckens had enough heat to
keep themwarm so in the neantinme, | was trying to repair
sonething. | needed a plug to plug the pipe and could not find
any. There were no chickens upstairs, the water was frozen, so |
took the plug off. I nmade the repairs and sonehow forgot about
the renmoved plug and forgot about the sunshine falling on netal
and that evening | cane to feed the chickens and saw t he water
dri ppi ng. Chickens were huddled in the corner and everythi ng was
wet, and | thought, "Oh, the plug! The water thawed." | think

tal ked Esther into hel ping ne.

The fam |y was goi ng was goi ng somewhere on a Sat urday
eveni ng and the chickens were old enough that we were going to
nmove them to anot her house before |ong, but not quite yet. So
t hat eveni ng when everybody was gone, we got the tractor and the

littl e wagon, gathered up all the chicks and noved them Later



told nother, | decided to nove the chickens!

ESTHER. | think we had several simlar experiences because the
one | renenber--it could have been the water--for sonme reason
when we noved the chickens there were many that did not make it.
| mean, there were lots of them and the famly were at hone! So
we had to do sone fast-tracking and we had to watch while we
fast-tracked to the manure pile, hands full of chicks, and
covered themup with manure. This was serious. W never told
Papa.

ANNA: Fat her was ready to give up on raising broilers. W were so
poor and he wanted so desperately to raise broilers. They had
coccidiosis and they were dying |like everything and Papa said,
"W will do it one nore season."” That was the tinme Esther was

hi di ng out.

ESTHER. Laban for sonme reason woul d sonetines get uppity with ne
so what | did--1 needed himto help ne and so to keep himfrom
tattling on me about things I did, | said, "Ah, ha, renmenber the
chi ckens!™"

LABAN: | learned later that is bribery.

ESTHER: 1t worked.

ELLEN: A point is being mssed. In those days children really
had--and t ook--responsibility. It was your job. You had to sol ve

your probl ens.

URBANE' S TRACTOR STORY



When | was sixteen, our parents left the farm noved from
Grantsville to Lancaster County. Several years later, things were
not going well at the farm and soneone had to go back there and
| ook after it. W had chickens and hogs and m | king cows. | went
back on the farmand during that time | usually had ny di nner at
Mar k and Fannie's place and ny suppers twi ce weekly at Lois and
Allen's place. | always renenber those neals.

Then the time came when we decided to sell the farmand |

was responsible to get everything together. During the

preparation, | had to get the tractor repaired so it could be put
on auction. | was preparing to take the tractor to Meyersdale to
the repair shop. I do not recall the details but I was to | oad

the tractor on a truck, and I had a close call.

It was a frosty norning and I was using w de planks for a
ranp for getting the tractor onto the truck, and these pl anks
were covered with frost. Now you have to know that in that part
of the country, there is no place that is level. Even in the
grave, you lie on a slope! So on our farmthere was no fl at
pl ace. | was backing the tractor on the truck and, fortunately,
for sone reason the brake pedals were unl ocked that norning,
whi ch neant | could work the brakes for the two wheels
i ndependently. | had nmy right foot firmy on the brake, backing
on, but the tractor started to slide. | had only inches to work
w th. Somewhere early in ny tractor career, as the rest of you

did who had experience with tractors, | |earned how to control
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t he novenent of the tractor just with the nuance of ny foot. The
tractor went into a slide. The front end started sliding, and
that is how !l saved ny life. That is how | kept the tractor from
goi ng down over the side of the truck just by controlling the
brake pedals. If they had been | ocked I would not have had

i ndependent action to control the brakes. | worked the brakes

al nost intuitively--there was not nuch tine to even think about

it.

THE STORY OF THE BENDERS COM NG TO AMERI CA

PAUL

Between the cities of Marberg and Castle in Wst Cermany, there
was a little village called Hesse. Two hundred years ago, the
Church kept census records and records of births and bapti sns.
This was before the State took on the task of keeping records of
statistics, so if you wanted to | ook up your ancestors you woul d
|l ook in the old church books. The problem w th our ancestors was
that they were not entered because they were not baptized as
infants so you would find a gap in the famly records when they
j oi ned the Anabapti st novenent.

LABAN

The best we can tell is that they, along with others, were

enpl oyed by the princes or the small rulers before Gernmany was
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united by Bismarck into a nation, so they were the farners
renters, or tenants. It was a tinme of social unrest, including
heavy taxation and conscription to the mlitary, so the Bender
famly sent their fourteen-year-old son overseas as an indentured
servant to avoid mlitary conscription. He had to pay the

shi ppi ng conpany for his travel after he arrived and he was not a
free man until he had paid the charges by working. He | anded in
Baltinmore in 1829.

A man nanmed Kinsinger, a Mennonite who mgrated here and was
on the boat going to Gantsville, Maryland, told an Am sh bi shop
"One of your boys is in Baltinore at such and such a place." The
Am sh bi shop saddl ed two horses, rode 180 mles to Baltinore and
paid the indentured fee and picked up this young Bender and hired
him He probably worked to pay off the debt. Young Bender ended
up marrying one of Kinsinger's daughters and they had many
chil dren when she died. W are not descendants of that marri age.
He remarried a woman naned Petersheim and we are descendants of
the second nmarri age.

PAUL

| amnot sure if the Bender boy was sent by the famly, or if he
just felt he did not want to serve in the Prussian arny. At any
rate, he canme to escape the draft. Em gration was becom ng w de-
spread in Europe, and the expectation was that the rest of the
fam|ly--parents, brothers and sisters--would cone | ater

Eventual ly he established a farm the one now at the end of our
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| ane. He built the house there, which we call the Cyde Ash farm
LABAN

My understanding is that in the 1830s a second brother cane and

t hey together raised noney on this side and sent noney to Germany
to help cover taxes. They were heavily taxed in those days by

t heir governnment, and raising noney was difficult.

Part of the story that is always noving to nme is that when
the rest of the famly came from Germany, they travell ed by boat
to Cunberland. Then they had to find their way to the farm and
|"mnot sure how they did that. They wal ked from Cunberl and to
the area between Springs and Grantsville where their son |ived.
They inquired along the way how to go. They had no noney and no
food. They stopped at a farm and the people there |l et the Bender
famly sleep in the barn and gave them bread and potatoes. They
ate the potatoes in the evening and saved the bread and ate it
t he next norning. The next afternoon they wal ked twenty-five
mles across the country and arrived near where great grandfather
Bender finally settled.

Now Wl hel mand his fam |y had been saving a fatted calf to
kill when the famly arrived. Because they didn't show up,

W hel mgave up waiting one day and killed the fatted calf. That
evening Wlhelms famly saw sone peopl e wal ki ng across the
field, but there was one too fewif it was the rest of the famly
from Germany. The father had died nmeanwhil e, which was one reason

for their del ay.
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PAUL

Apparently there is sone mxing of stories here as would be

i nevi tabl e. Junp down anot her generation to your grandfather, our
father. He used to, wth great pride, ook at his growmng famly,
eventually ten, and |l oved to quote the A d Testanent statenent of
Jacob who commented on the fact that he had left as a fugitive
and then cane back later on with a big famly, tribes and fl ocks,
and the favorite statenent of father (Shem) was: "I came across
this brook with only this staff, now | have becone two
conpanies.” | amsure if he would see the crowd here toni ght he

woul d say this again with sone real feeling.

COW STORI ES

ESTHER

There was a tine when Papa was al ways going to Kansas to preach.
He had to | eave the farmin the hands of his children when he was
gone. When an ol der brother was getting ready to go off to
school, a younger brother was chaffing at the bit to take over to
be the manager. And the younger brother was giving ol der brother
hel | about cows' tails and all kinds of things.

LABAN

In 1940 Paul went to school. | was thirteen. Being next son in

the line-up, | had major responsibilities for feeding cows when
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Fat her was off the farm

| don't know if Paul remenbers this story. I'll explain that
in the barns the cows stood in rows with gutters behind themto
catch the ah...
ESTHER: Dri ppi ngs.
LABAN. Qur stable was not |evel so there were places where
noi sture accumul ated. Paul read the dairy papers and wanted the
cows to have nice bushy tails, so he would curry them And we had
this one Jersey cow nanmed Jenny that was sort of a |aid-back
cow-she laid her tail back in the manure! And then if sonebody
wal ked by she swi shed her tail. | used to recommend to ny ol der
brother that he trimthese tails short--a nore pragmatic thing
and get rid of all this fancy bushy tail so there would be |ess
of this manure-slinging kind of thing. Well, he being the
manager, and | being the little brother, I had no influence on
how t he cows were grooned.

| do not renenber analyzing ny notives--that cane after the
fact, and as a sort of a revelation to ne. The evening before the
norni ng you were to | eave for school, Paul, | took the sheep
shears, which was the cutting tool, and cut this cows tail down
to just a stunp and so there was no bushy tail on it anynore to
prevent her habit. | could just as well have waited until the
next day. However--was | eager to get a rise? The next norning
Paul cane to the barn and | ooked at this thing and said, "l see

we' re under new managenent."
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JANE' S HI LLI GAS STORY

We had in our neighborhood a hobo or tranp nanmed Hilligas. Qur
parents were very kind to him | think I renmenber nother serving
hi m his breakfast on a beautiful blue glass plate that |I did not
get to use. Wether that part is fact or fiction, I'mnot sure.

Hi | ligas had an uncouth habit of hawking and spitting. Now,
our porch was very |long, and when he arrived you could hear him
com ng, clunp, clunp, hawk-spit, hawk-spit. W always knew when
he was comng. | was scared of him and Esther was too.

One day Esther and | were in the house alone and it was
dark. It was about 6:30 in the evening and everybody was out
doing the chores except us. W heard the noise--clunp, clunp,
hawk-spit. O course, he got closer and closer. W ran to our
parents' bedroom and hid under the bed. Fromthere, we heard the
ki tchen door open. Qur house had an outside door into the kitchen
and an outside door into the dining room After we heard the
kitchen door, we heard the |lid of a pot on a stove rattling.
Usual |y there was corn nush or vegetable soup sinmering on the
back of the stove. After the noise fromthe pots, we heard
Hi I ligas going out the door and back across the porch again,
clunmp, clunp, spit, spit. W waited under the bed for a while
until everything was quiet, and then we cane out.

When the others cane back to the house we told themthat

Hilligas cane into the house and rattled the pots on the stove.
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Then Anna canme fromthe barn singing, and we told her that

Hilligas was here, and she couldn't keep a straight face. She
burst out |aughing. "I got you, | got you!" It was Anna
pretending to be Hilligas to scare us.

RUBBER DOLLS

ESTHER The rubber doll for Urbane. For sone reason he hated the
ol d-fashi oned rubber dolls.

URBANE: And rubber gloves. | still don't Iike rubber dolls.
ESTHER: \Wy?

URBANE: | prefer living dolls.

FREEMAN M LLER S STORY ABOUT FI NDI NG TRACES OF RUTH I N
PH LADELPHI A
A couple of years ago | was sitting in nmy office in Phil adel phia
where | am pastor of a church. | get all kinds of phone calls,
and | never know who will be on the other end of the |ine.
This time it was a cranky | ady. She wanted to know if | was
a Mennonite pastor of a Mennonite church. She had found ny nane
sonewhere in a phone book. | said, yes, we have a church here in
Phi | adel phi a. She asked all kinds of questions and when she found
out the church was in a Bl ack nei ghbourhood she asked, "Are you
sure you are a Mennonite because there are no Bl ack Mennonites."
| said, "Ch, yes, there are. There are quite a few. " She

said you can't have Bl ack Mennonites because you have to be born
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a Mennonite." | said, "No, you can get in in sone other ways."

She went on asking questions. She asked ne how many

Mennonites there are. | said, "Do you nmean in Anerica or in the
wor | d?" She said, "In the world." | said | don't know for sure
but I could ook it up. She said, "I don't know about you if you
don't know that. | don't know if you are a Mennonite mnister or
not."

She went on. "My parents were Mennonite. | used to be a
Mennonite. | have a cousin at Tenple University. That is not far

fromwhere you are.”

| said, "Yes, four blocks away."

She said, "I'"'mgoing to ask nmy cousin to check you out and
see whether you are really a Mennonite and whether there is a
church in North Phil adel phia." She gave nme the nane of this
person. | called and went to see him Wen | got there, he closed
the door to his office and we began tal king. He was Director of
Pl anning at Tenple University, the university president's right-
hand man. We tal ked for about an hour. He was born of Mennonite
parents who had cone from Russia but his father was no | onger
living. He had left the Mennonite church. | asked him since he
was i n education, whether he had ever heard of Laban or Paul. He
said, no, but he knew a Ruth Peachey. He said she used to be one
of ny students over at University of Pennsylvania. W found out
that Ruth had even adopted his nother as her adopted nother while

she was in nedical school and she still stops by sonetinmes. His
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name was Herman Ni ebuhr
| found out about all this just because his cousin, who has
sone nental problens and nakes weird phone calls and runs up

phone bills, called nme one day asking nme to visit her cousin.

THE STORY OF SHEM AND SALOVE' S WEDDI NG
PAUL: About ten mles east of here (Canp Al bryoca), on old Route
40, is the place where the ancestors of those of us here tonight
were married on January 2, 1916. Two counties spanned the
community where our parents lived, Allegheny County and Garrett
County, both in Maryland. There were also two county seats, one
was in Cunberland and the other in Qakland. People would go for
official papers to either one as they had opportunity. It turned
out that they had the opportunity to go to Cunberland to get the
marriage |icense, which was in Allegheny County, when they should
have gone to QGakl and, the county seat of Garrett County in which
the church was | ocated where they were to be marri ed.

They canme to Maple A en Church on a Saturday norning at ten
o' cl ock, which was customary for weddings then. It was to be an
all-day affair. They were going to have the weddi ng service at
the church and then go hone for the wedding dinner for the guests
that had been invited. The good bi shop, Salone's uncle Chris
Bender, opened the |license envel ope and | ooked at the |icense and
said, "I can't do it here. This has been issued in the other

county." So what to do?
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They inprovised very quickly--1"mnot sure whose cl ever idea
it was, that they would have the service at the church, but the
actual vows woul d be exchanged seventeen mles to the east on
Route 40 on the county line. This was during the tine of
transition fromhorse and buggy to autonobiles, and there were
just a few autonobil es avail able. They quickly hired two
aut onobi l es, took the whole party these seventeen mles down to
the Al l egheny County line. In the mddle of the road, January 2,
1916, the cerenony was performed and they started honme. And of
course, in those days, as was typical of cars, one of them broke
down. There was to be a weddi ng di nner at noon. They put the
wonen in one car and took them hone and the nen started to wal k
to get as far as they could. The first car cane back and picked
t hem up. Everyone finally got hone for the weddi ng di nner, which
was well cooked. On old Route 40 two stakes are still there
dividing the two counties, but there is no sign comenorating

t hi s weddi ng.

PAUL

We have said a |lot of things tonight and told many stories. W
really ought to take a nonent just to remi nd ourselves that there
was sonething in these people, however "quaint" they may seem -

t hese were people who were inforned and inspired by deep faith.



20

And if there is anything they woul d hope for the rest of us who
are living, it would be that our faith be sonething beyond
ourselves. W are in a very mxed-up world and we are all coping
in different kinds of ways but as we tal k about our grandparents,
and our parents, what they would want to be renenbered for was
that faith. Somet hi ng beyond ourselves. A wonderful song |
remenber, which we sang at breakfast and other tines, was "Father
in Heaven." Let's sing it.

LO S: Papa and Mama before they went to bed used to say: "Wnsh
euch CGottes seheh.” [We wish you God's blessing.] And we would

say, "Euch auh,"” which neans, "You, too."

1991 HOVE COM NG

STORI ES ABOUT SONGS

URBANE

| remenber Mbther relating this story very often and with a | ot
of fondness for her father. He would conme hone froma day's work
with the horses and wagon late in the evening. He did not want to
get down fromthe wagon to open the gate, so he woul d sing,
"Twmlight is Stealing Over the Sea," and G andma (Sal one) woul d
go out and open the gate so her father would not need to get off
t he wagon. He would start singing at the curve in the |ane so
Sal one could hear him Over the |ast couple of years | have

t hought of this song as a thread, or a cord, on which the | egacy

was passed on--from Enoch to grandnother and to us.
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RHCDA

| renmenber that song the Papa and Mama woul d sing together. They
woul d sing it and then he would raise his hands at a certain
point, so we would |isten because it was to sound |ike three
peopl e: "Though your sins be as scarlet."” Papa would sing high
and Mama woul d sing alto. He would raise his hand when he want ed

four-part harnony instead of two.

URBANE
By the tine Jane and | canme along there were three parts. It was
al nost like a round. At sonme point Mdther cane in like a nellow

alto. Song: "Wen the Children Are Smal | ."

JANE

| want to coment on that song. | watched everybody | eave hone
and | particularly renmenber Mther's reaction. She always cri ed.
No matter who |left home, she cried. Every tine. R ght on down to

Urbane and Jane. | was not there to see her cry when | left.

LABAN
Wen | was about twelve or thirteen, we would be on our way to

church, what we called "the | ower church,” and we would get to a
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big, nice maple tree and Papa would take his hat off in the
summer time and start singing this song on his way to church--

"Fat her in Heaven."

URBANE

This song is about nother: "So N mm den nei ne hande"

PAUL

Let me tell you when | first heard this. In 1946 when | arrived
in Arsterdamon the way to Belgiumfor nmy assignment to work with
refugees, Peter Dyck took nme along (he was a veteran worker with
refugees from Russia). He took ne across the border to G onau. At
that time the Mennonites from Russia were statel ess and the Dutch
government began to issue to themwhat they called "Menno Pass,"”
whi ch neant they would be free. This would be sonethi ng unusual
in diplomatic history that they took upon thenselves to issue a
Menno Pass and then give thema visa to enter. However, the

Russi ans were catching up and putting enornobus pressure on the
Dut ch governnment to stop issuing the Menno Pass, which they
finally did.

The | ast contingent of several hundred of the Mennonite
refugees were canping in sone bonbed-out buildings, bonbed-out
railroad stations, and Peter had to go and tell themthat their
Menno pass had been deni ed. They began singing that song in

Cerman--So take ny hand O Fat her (Addressing God). The second
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stanza: "Even if | do not feel anything of your presence, yet you
are bringing nme to the goal even during the night." Wen you

t hink of these people in a bonbed-out building with bed bl ankets
hung up to give a bit of privacy. They were at the border. It was
along tiring trip with horses and wagons traveling in sone cases
hundreds of mles, comng west. They were right there at the goal
expecting to get to go over the next day and at the end they
found out they could not. They did not know what their future

holds. | renenber them singing that second stanza.

1995 Honecom ng
STORY ABOUT GO NG TO ARTHUR | LLI NO S
JANE
The years | was five, six and seven, we went to |live near Arthur,
I[llinois in the sumer. Father was the pastor of a church there
during that tine. We took the train to get there. On the way, |
remenber the train lurching back and forth--and | don't know if
this was the first sunmer or the second sumer. Esther was thrown
against the seat. | don't know if she was crying, but the
conductor cane along and asked, "Is the girl hurt?"

| al so renmenber sonething about living at Arthur that still
puzzles nme. | didn't have any shoes, and it was al ways cool and
raining. W lived in an ugly yellow frame house that had bees in
the chi mey and they cane into the house. My ol der brothers and

sisters think | had this wonderful childhood because | got to go
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to lllinois, and do all these wonderful things.
[ HEAR, HEAR! ]

However, | remenber having to contend with these bees, plus
t here were horrendous thunderstorns, and the |and was flat, and |
remenber balls of fire all around--barns burning because they had
been hit by lightning and | was terrified. | did not like living
inlllinois. But | do renmenber at the one house where we |ived
there were huge yell ow and bl ack spiders outside in the grass and
bushes. | was not afraid of them | just found them fascinating.
Yel | ow and bl ack--1 had never seen |large spiders like this
before. These are the highlights of ny nenories, except for one
nmore thing. In the church we went to, when children m sbehaved,
their parents yanked them by the ears. To father's credit, he was

horrified. | don't know whether or not he preached against it.

URBANE

We changed trains in Terra Haute, Indiana to nmake the | ast |eg of
the trip. Arthur was on a little old spur on the railroad. There
wer e not enough people going from Terra Haute to Arthur, so
they' d take one passenger car and hook it up as the very |last car
on a freight train. You know how a train takes off? So much sl ack
bet ween cars, so you can hear it when the | oconotive starts off
and you can hear the slack being taken off all the way back.

Bang, bang, bang, so by the last car there is a huge jerk. And

Anna and Esther were standi ng together.
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Anna: That's a lie.

Urbane: Oh, you weren't there. [laughter all around]

| guess it was Jane and Esther. Anyway, Esther was hurt. She got
t hrown against the seat. Strangely, | was sitting down and then

t he conductor of the freight train cane--"Is the girl hurt?" W
were fascinated wth being in the passenger car on the sane train
as the hogs and the livestock. And there was a | egend on the
train anong the passengers that one hog had escaped fromthe hog
car and cane into the passenger car. | can't inagi ne how that
woul d have happened.

JANE

You know about father's curiosity. He had to figure out how

t hings work. Before we got on the train, he walked to the side of
it to |l ook underneath, much to nother's enbarrassnent--this man

with a black hat sticking his head under the train.

CONVERSATI ON ABOUT WEARI NG " FUNNY" CLOTHES

KRI STINA: Did peopl e ever | ook at you funny because you were
there in these dresses and coverings?

URBANE: All the tine.

JANE: | don't renenber, but I'msure it happened.

GARETH: | guess you were used to it.

ANNA: Gareth, that's sonmething | never got used to, even if |

wasn't on that train.
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GARETH: Did you accept it as just a state of affairs, that this
was just the way |ife was, or did you question it?

ANNA: Now we're on a different track, but for me--and | don't
know how it was for the other siblings--but for nme it was al ways
waiting to get out of there. I had no idea what "out of there"
was, but | had sone indication fromolder brothers and sisters
who went to EMC. When | got to EMC it wasn't that different.
LOS: | renmenber how !l felt when | wore ny big bonnet and went
with Papa to Meyersdal e. Mary Maust nade these npbst enornous
bonnets. Absolutely ludicrous. And Papa al ways wanted us to keep
our hands down, not in our pockets, and | always felt alittle
i ke sonething on exhibit. And I felt a little special because
peopl e would |l ook at nme, and it kind of had a neaning for ne. |
didn't react the sane way Anna did. | just renenber it kind of
felt good to be noticed.

LABAN: Tal ki ng about Mary Maust maki ng your bonnets too big--she
used to make nmy suits. And when not her bought clothes for ne they
were always too big for ne because | was so little! | always
worried that ny clothes were too big because they nmade ne | ook
l[ittle. Now | thought if Mary Maust nmakes ny cl othes, they would
fit, but she made them so huge and she'd say "Dah boo vachst!"
(This boy will grow).

LOS: It's the same idea as the bonnets.

KRI STI NA: Sonmething I'd |ike to hear, | know |'ve heard it

before, but | was trying to tell somebody about ny past, and |
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didn't remenber everything about the story and that's why I'd
like to hear it again about the cow and the people cane the day
the cow was sl aughtered, and | don't renenber exactly who these
people were. Calf--by that tine it alnost got to be a cow, but

I"d like to hear it again.

THE BENDERS COM NG TO AMERI CA AND THE FAM LY HI STORY | N THE
CONTEXT OF THE TI MES

PAUL

It's the story of how the Bender ancestor, WIlhelm canme to this
country as a teenager.

In the wake of the Napol eonic wars, there was conscription
for the first time. The Benders were living in the central part
of Germany in Hesse, Frankfurt at the present tinme. To escape
that draft, he |eaves the country and conmes alone to America but
does it by becom ng an indentured servant which neant an
agreenent that he would work for a certain nunber of nonths or
years until the cost of his voyage was paid off.

There were always enterprising businessmen who were willing
to arrange for that, willing to foot the bill and make noney on
it. So Wl helmnmakes the trip and arrives in Baltinore and
sonehow the word filters back to the Grantsville and Springs area
and the bishop in the Am sh church there, Benedict MIler, hears

about this Am sh boy in Baltinore. So he goes to Baltinore by
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hor seback and has gotten noney to pay off this debt to the person
who brought hi mover and brought himto Springs and the young man
eventually married one of his daughters. \Whether he had that in
mnd in the first place, one doesn't know.

The story about the fatted calf was, when he had been here
for sone tinme, he had arranged for the rest of his famly to
conme, which would have been his parents and | don't know how many
brothers and sisters, so the word was filtered back. It took
several nonths to get the word across the Atlantic at that tine.
They were preparing for the arrival of the famly had a fatted
calf for that occasion. There was a delay, and the Benders here
had no way to find out, and so they finally just figured the rest
of the famly was not able to cone. The famly here in Anerica,
so the story goes, finally butchered the calf and the day they
were going to eat it, they |ooked up and there was the famly
comng on foot. They counted and one was m ssing. And the father
had di ed during the ocean voyage and was buried at sea. [That he
was buried at sea is incorrect and is corrected later in the
story.] So there was sadness as well as cel ebrati on.

| was going to suggest that one of the very inportant
contributions to famly history occurred during the last two
years and had direct connection to the forebears who canme because
of the German kaisers' conscription. It also has sonething to do
with the mlitary. That is, that Titus, since we last net two

years ago, spent six nonths in Laos in pioneering work. | don't
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know how nuch was his initiative, but he was spearheadi ng an
effort of systematic clearing of landmnes left fromthe Viet Nam
war twenty years ago. This canme about because a group of people
who sensed the awful denonic nature of |and m nes, which
endangered the lives of peasants in their fields, began working
and getting international governnments involved in a program which
i s now underway. The programincludes governnent sponsors, the
public, with international support, to clear up these awful |and
m nes.

What's the connection between that Bender ancestor who |eft
to escape the mlitary and Titus going to Laos to do this work? A
direct connection, and it is that connection that | would hope we
could sonetine spend a bit of tinme on in our famly gatherings.
We have so far told the part of WIhelmcom ng here, we've had
the story of the Peacheys, and the question is, why did they
cone? What's the significance of this young man's com ng--was he
a coward, or did he decide as a pacifist to try to change his
hi story? That's a history we haven't tal ked very nuch about.
KRI STI NA: So, W1 hel mwas Sal one' s grandf at her?
PAUL: Yes, it goes: WI helm Enoch, Salone, Esther, and so on.
ANNA: One question--our famly and a ot of other famlies, they
wanted to get away fromthe war. Were do the Anabaptists cone
in?
PAUL: One of the settlenents was in the Marl burg area of Germany.

ANNA: |'m not tal king about that so nuch as the thought. W are
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in sone way a part of that stream so |I'm/looking for that
connecti on.
PAUL: Well, these people were persecuted. To baptize sonebody as
an adult who had been baptized as an infant was an act of civil
insurrection. It was |like being a Marxi st or Communist in this
country. The psychol ogy of the sixteenth century was the
psychol ogy of the Russian world. So this devel oped a persecution
conpl ex. They were urban people, they lived in cities. As they
wer e persecuted, they went into the nountains and hid out and
they canme out, and were nore and nore isolated and then they cane
to this country. It was a black and white circunstance. You are
standing on the river bank and you either recant or soneone wl|
drown you. It's a black and white road and you nake that decision
and that's what they did and saw thensel ves as part of that
heritage and eventually they were totally cut off--the Am sh are
still cut off fromthe rest of society. Wiat is so tragic as
Mennonites is that the notion of being separate fromthe world
gets telescoped into the ethnicity, which is a part of all of us.
A famly has to have a certain kind of we-they nentality. A man's
house is his castle. |I'm happy when the doors are shut and
everybody's hone, it's just us. And it even gets so bad you are
glad when it's just the two of you and all the children are gone!
[ LAUGHTER]

You can't have a "we" without a "they," and what |'m saying

is, when you confuse that with the religion--we have the truth
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and the rest of you are heretics, you are pagans--that's what we
got. | grew up in the sanme climte as what's being descri bed
here. Where we grew up at Grantsville, we had five levels, AOd
Order Am sh, Beachy Am sh (I remenber when they started up, |927
| was nine years old.) Am sh Mennonite--that was us--Add
Mennonite and then a few straggling General Conference
Mennonites. So we had five possibilities, and we of course were
inthe mddle. W fraternized a bit with those i medi ately above
us and we went to many, many events in the Springs Mennonite
Church and had sone feel for the Mennonite world. We fraternized
a bit, dates.

GARETH: So "up" neans | ess conservative in this case.

PAUL: The conservatives at the bottom One of the reasons
Mennoni te projects such as disaster service operates successfully
i s because you have a constant filtering of people. You could say
the stock is being bred by the Conservative communities and the
possibility for connecting with the outside world is provided by
the nore liberals, then they constantly filter up and that's what
our famly did. And that's what's going on the whole tinme and in
fact, that's where it started and what's inportant for us is to
know what the deeper reasons were. To put it in a gl obal
context...this county was formed by a free-church tradition. This
country was fornmed by people who said "no" to a top-down
religious establishnment--free church in American society, but

that's chaos. | think it's still inportant for us to know about
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t hat .

LOS: Were our famly Am sh in Europe?

PAUL: Absolutely. Amsh is a Swiss split anong the Mennonites in
1683, partly revival and partly conservative throw back, and
partly personality conflict. [laughter]

STANLEY: In the early sixties | was aware of the differences and
at sone point | wanted to see what the real world was like. So |
went to Europe in the early sixties and went to Marlburg in '64
and had been told from sone docunent that Daniel Bender and

W hel m had conme from Langendorf. | |ooked up in sonme book and
there were four Langendorfs in west Germany. One of themwas only
about 20 kil onmetres away, at Marlburg. | went out there one

af ternoon on ny bi ke and | ooked up the | ocal Protestant pastor.
He opened the old church record, which listed this Dani el Bender
who died in 1842 in this very place. That was neani ngful for ne.
GARETH: So this was near Marl burg.

STANLEY: Yes, Wl helms father, Northwest of Frankfurt.

LABAN: Was there any hint about how they got there?

PAUL: The assunption would be that sonetinme between 1683 and 1842
t hese people either mgrated from Switzerland, or, the nanme
Bender, I'mnot sure--it's also a Jew sh nanme, but not
necessarily, but it's conceivable that these were people who
joined the Am sh after they left Switzerland or that they cane
actually fromSw tzerland. As | say, | don't recall the nane

bei ng Swi ss.
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JANE: | have a question. | never had heard that he died at sea.
LABAN: That's al ways been a debate, but nore recently--what

St anl ey found- -

ANNA: | remenber Mot her saying that the reason they were |ater
t han expected was that he was ill, and they had to wait till he
di ed and then they cane.

PAUL: See how oral history has to be corrected.

ANNA: What was the year that WI hel m cane?

Paul : 1830

URBANE: So twel ve years |ater he died.

RHODA: Coul d this have been anot her Dani el Bender?

LABAN. No, this has been thoroughly researched. | have
docunent ati on.

JANE: So, WIlhelmcane in 1830, and his famly cane in 1842.
LABAN: Yes, that's pretty clear.

PAUL: Also, just to pay attention to oral history and the way the
tradition can easily perpetuate an error--this distinction

bet ween dying at sea and bei ng del ayed because of sickness and
deat h--obviously | was wong on this because | was repeating the
ol der story.

JANE: | think the one of himdying before they canme is the one
that's in the Bender book.

LABAN: There's another piece to Anna's question--how did these
peopl e becone Anabaptists? They had a fair anount of religious

freedomin Germany. The princes wanted dependable farnmers to take
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care of their estates. To find these people, there's one line in
t he Bender book--it woul d have been our great uncle, Enoch's
brother, Wlhelms son--there's a line in that book that says the
princes wanted people to work for themif they were dependabl e.
And these people were dependabl e. The |Iine says, "Loss sie

gl auben was sie vollen, wen sie czallen wen sie sollen."” (They
can believe what they want to if they pay when they're supposed
to.) [laughter] The princes would stay off their backs about
their religionif they did the work for them And they noved
farther and farther east, sonme of them to find those kinds of
princes. WIlhelmworked in that kind of setting but he left right
before his fifteenth birthday because at fifteen conscription
took place. He sailed for Baltinore right before he was fifteen.
URBANE: | don't know if this is too specific, but I think it
coul d have gotten nuddled in all this. There was in the

begi nning, in 1525, a small cluster of people who decided they
were going to break fromthis big establishnment. So one
unor dai ned, unofficial person did this illegal act, of baptizing
ot her lay people, and then this baptized person turned around and
bapti zed the others. His nane was CGeorge Bl aurock, along with
Conrad Grebel. So here you had a small cluster that disagreed
with the religious establishnent, and believed that nenbership or
religious participation in the religious comunity should cone by
way of voluntary participation rather than by being identified

religiously just because you were baptized as an infant, so it
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was illegal not to baptize infants. So these people did not
baptize their infants and they were being sought out, so then
they were people without an identity. You had your national
identity and your ethnic identity through having your children
bapti zed so they were in effect in the sanme category as people
who cone to this country without citizenship. Illegals, stateless
peopl e.

JANET: What was the conscription for?

PAUL: In 1830, just after the Napol eonic years, which ended in
1815, there was still fighting going on. Europe was fighting in
that period, and one of the things that happened in the

Napol eoni ¢ wars and the French Revol ution was that as Napol eon's
arnmy went across Europe, it evoked opposition--nationalism-it
was a strange m xture that the French Revol ution put forward the
notion of a nation with sovereignty of the people, which then

| eft each of these peoples to rebel. But on the other hand,

Napol eon hinself was inperialistic and sent his nen all over the
pl ace...and you had the situation of these people being awakened
nationally just |ike the Pal estinians becane a nation since the
i ndependence of Israel. The Pal estinians were not a nation, but
they are now a nation. This sane thing was going on at that tine
in Germany. The German nation did not becone unified as a nation
until 1870, but all this was part of its devel opnent. So they

i ntroduced conscription and conscription says that being a

citizen neans that you take responsibility to defend the country.
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So it was a continuation of that evil notion that the state takes
priority over the individual, and in a sense these people were
sayi ng, no, an individual has certain inalienable rights and

t hese things were sinply being forned at that tine.

FANNI E: How do you explain that my Lutheran grandfather also cane
over to escape the draft? [Lutherans are not traditionally

paci fist.]

PAUL: Well sonetines it was religion, sonetines it was econoni cs.
The Am sh and Mennonites are not the only ones who left--a great
many Europeans cane to this country.

URBANE: It m ght have been for religious liberty, not necessarily
because he was a consci enti ous objector.

FANNI E: H s brother cane and | ater the brother and his father
canme and the nother had died there.

LABAN: And did you say that they cane fromthe sane general area
as the Benders?

FANNI E:  Yes.

ANNA: Coming to current day--1 couldn't but be inpressed with the
patriarchal strain all the way down, even in the present day --us
and them-and one of the many things people aren't paying
attention to is the approach to life. I think that's sonething
that's a | egacy, which we could |ook at wwth a great deal of
guestion. Life goes on, and one of the things we need to pay
attention to is the patriarchal strain and what it has done in

our own lives and the lives of the church.
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PAUL: Are you suggesting that the we-they is also the nmen and the
wonen?

ANNA: | did not think of it in this way, --the castle, close the
door, it's an approach to life that conmes fromthe patriarchy.
URBANE: It's ethnocentric. The we-they nentality is perpetuated

by hi erarchy.

THE STORY OF SHEM AND SALOVE GETTI NG STARTED

RHODA: Before we get too far into what is theoretical and maybe
even controversial--[laughter]--1 want to ask Paul a little bit
about when the folks started out, where they |lived. They noved
into the house where nother was born, where her famly lived. Can
sonebody tell about that?

LABAN: Way did they nove in there wwth G andmam [ Sal one' s

nmot her]? Enoch had just died. Can you tell us that?

[ di scussi on about where they lived after they marri ed]

PAUL: After they married, they lived there [where we grew up]
first.

LABAN. Sal one's father died just before they were married, so
they noved in there to replace Enoch, possibly. That's what |I'm
trying to figure out.

ANNA: | have the nenory that father was not happy noving onto
that farm

PAUL: O course he wasn't.

ANNA: Say nore.
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PAUL: The two years you tal k about here I do not have any
information at all. 1'd be very eager to |l earn about that. Wat |
know is that | was born in a log cabin in the Bissel place. | was
born Cctober 10, 1918. When ny father cane to Springs initially
it was to help with the maple syrup harvest and | guess when he
canme here he becane acquainted with nother and they got marri ed.
JANET: Do you know any nore about their romance or how they net.
RHODA: They didn't tell those stories.

URBANE: Just a mnute. They've gone to the Bissel place.

PAUL: So, the Bissel place was a farmthat was hewn out--the

| arger farmwas divided into two. Chris Bender, our nother's
uncl e bought the smaller farm It did not have a set of

buil dings. Al that was there was a | og cabin and they

i mredi ately set about building a new set of buildings and the
assunption was--see, ny father had worked for Chris Bender, so
there was a trusting relationship and he was willing and able to
buy the farmand put up the brick house and the barn, and these
were apparently being built at that tinme when ny parents noved
into that log cabin. | don't know how | ong before | was born, but
it's that | og cabin of which we have phot ographs. And then we
nmoved, not too long after that, into this nice new brick house.
And here | connect directly to your shock (Jane) in going to
I1linois because ny shock about noving to Springs affected ne the
way you described yours. W were living in this brick house and

we noved [back to the Enoch Bender farm where we grew up] in
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February of 1923 when | was four and a half years old. | have a
whol e sl ew of very happy nmenories fromny childhood up until that
time. Then | renmenber the day we noved. W noved, travelled by
horse and buggy, cane in the lane, big ruts in the nud, partly
frozen, and here after having been in this nice new brick house
with a nice bathroomand all the rest of it, here sits this

unpai nted gl oony house. Uncle Levi [Shem s brother] and soneone

el se, I don't know who, were noving the kitchen range into this
enpty, dark, gloony, cold house. | renenber that and fromthen on
it's blank. I"msure that was a traumatic shock.

Urbane: Didn't grandmam|ive there?

Paul : No, | don't think she lived wwth us. | think the whole

pl ace had been cleared out. So it was a shock on a February day
going to this gloonmy house. If it had been a sunny day and the
furniture had been in, I mght have had a different inpression.
Rhoda: Mbre about those pl easant nenories.

Paul : Al kinds of things. | renenber one norning they were
eating breakfast and soneone from St. Paul had been hunting and
we went out and he shot a rabbit and he gave the rabbit to us to
eat. That's a nice chil dhood nmenory. W had the sawm || com ng
in. It's interesting that they had the saw m |l down at the

Bi ssel place and at the Springs farmwe had the saw m Il put in
as well. Uncle Mark and I went out; people were cutting trees and
so on, and we had a handsaw and a hatchet. So we were going to

imtate the big nen. W were very small. | was probably three and
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Mark was five and one of the things we did then was to see if we
could reinforce the saw wth the hatchet. | don't know how stupid
we were. Anyhow, | can renenber that saw al ways had a notch on
the top because one of us was taking the saw and one of us was
usi ng the hatchet on the saw. [LAUGHTER]

We had horse and buggy, it was the tail end of the horse-
and- buggy era and there were al ways horses and buggi es around.
remenber we got animal crackers and | renenber going out and
wal king up to this buggy and putting this animal cracker down to
t he buggy.

When they were doing the saw m |l there was this |unber
truck standing there and in those days the technol ogy of the
trucks was quite primtive. There was a big chain going fromthe
notor to the back wheel instead of a drive shaft, a big chain to
connect the notor to the axel. The truck was parked, so Mark and
| got up on the truck and we discovered on the instrunment panel a
little bag of animal crackers. W stole them W sat there and
ate those ani mal crackers.

Once an Am sh bishop cane along the road in his buggy and
Mark and | had been out playing and Mark had a pocket knife or
sonet hing and he carved for ne a sharp stick. And when this buggy
cane driving by we were out on the fence. Mark had the knife and
| had the sharp stick and we were going like this [pointing] so
he stopped and tal ked to us, a Pennsyl vania Dutch conversati on.

We asked hi mwhere he gets his buggy whip. And we told himour
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father just gets one in the woods. Then when we were done with
the conversation, we said, "Now kanst do vidder ahn geh." (Now
you can go on again.)

Laban: What |'mgoing to say is just an inpression, but nother's
father died unexpectedly, and I don't know what arrangenent they
had for where they would live, but | think papa was happy to
tenporarily nove into the Enoch Bender place to take care of

t hi ngs. Then he was al so very happy going to the Bissel place
with the new buildings. | think his sadness was in noving back to
t he Enoch Bender place--it was a step down. |Is that the right

I npr essi on?

Paul : He bought and had aspiration to becone a top-notch short
horn beef cattle breeder and in the period right after Wrld War
| the econony went up and down; he had bought beef cattle when
the prices were up and then he felt the pain when he had to sel
and the prices were down. They couldn't nake it on the Bissel

pl ace and they noved to the famly farmand the farmwas sold for
$6000 but the $6000 was divided equally anpbng the six children
who inherited it so that nmeant that the thousand doll ars was what
we started with, and over the years we struggled wth paying off
the rest of the $5000. So it was that disappointnent--the farm
was hilly, rocky, and he was al ways restless, comng fromBig
Val l ey, as he well m ght have been.

Urbane: Qur father's sadness about |eaving the Bissel place was

told me in the |l ast years--1 only ever heard it once, but he said
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after they had noved up by horse and buggy and noved their

t hi ngs, he wal ked back to the Bissel place, these three and a
half mles to check sonething out and he found the cat that had
stayed behind. He was so sad, he cried when he left and this cat
wal ked with himall the three and a half mles and kept him
conpany, and he said "It was just ne and the cat together and I
think the cat felt a little bit Iike | did."

Paul : If you ever get to visit the farm[the Bissel place], be
sure to |l ook at the wi ndows on the second floor. SYP is carved
into the wall.

Janet: Could you give us a little bit of a chronol ogy, because
you have been referring to the Bissel place and could you give us
a chronol ogy of where they noved when.

Laban: 1916 to the Enoch Bender place where we grew up.

1918 to the Bissel place, where the | og cabin was and then the
new house and barn.

1923 they noved away fromthe Bissel place and went back to the
Enoch Bender place, where we grew up.

Ur bane: There are two farnms. There is the Enoch Bender farm where
your grandnot her was born. My parents lived there for two years,
from 1916 to 1918. Then they noved to the Bissel place in 1918
and lived there for five years. Then back to the original farm
again in 1923 and stayed there until 1951 when they noved to
Lancaster County.

Stanley: Lois, you had a story about their romance.
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Loi s: Romance and the wedding. | did sonme interviews with a
couple of wonen in the community. One was Lura Fol k and one was
Myra Bender. Lura Fol k renmenbers when Papa canme to court Mana.
She said he was different fromthe other young nen. He would help
her into the buggy. The other young nen didn't do that. |

remenber soneone el se saying that they' d tal k about the Valley
boys. | think there was another young man who canme with Papa. The
Val | ey boys were very popul ar.

Myra told nme that she is ten years younger than nother and
she renenbers their weddi ng, when she was at their house waiting
for themto cone because the car had broken down. \Wen nother and
father got married, they had gotten their license in the wong
county. They went to Maple den church to get nmarried, and | o and
behol d, their license was from Al | egheny County so they coul dn't
get married legally at Maple A en, so they had to go down to
Al | egheny County and they were married on the road just across
the line. To get there, they borrowed a car and it broke down,
one of the wheels cane off. The wedding party couldn't all cone
home together. So they sent the wonen hone and the nen had to
wal k--1 don't know how many mles it was--to the dinner. And the
peopl e at the house didn't know what was going on, why they
didn't conme for hours. Myra was one of the children who were
wai ting. She renenbers the wedding cake. It was two | ayers, just
a small cake, and of course they didn't have decorations in those

days, but it had candy on it. These little hearts. Anyway, there
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was a little boy on the bench in front of the cake, and he
reached in and got sone of this candy.

Rhoda: Myra is Mother's first cousin, Chris's daughter.

Stanl ey: Wien the nmen wal ked back and the wonen cane in the car,
wer e Shem and Sal one separated at that point?

Lois: Right.

Jane: Who drove the car?

Lois: | thought they wal ked the whol e way.

Paul : No, they wal ked until the car had taken the wonmen honme and
t hen canme back

Janet: Good question. Who drove the car?

Paul : We don't know.

Ur bane: W may be about to wind up. | wanted to get back to
Kristina' s question about the fatted calf--if you want to | ook at
this sonetinme visually. Correct nme, Paul and Laban if |I'm w ong,
but this happened at the farnmhouse at the end of the |ane that
now goes into the Enoch Bender house, the place where WI hel mwas
at the time was at the Cyde Ash farm That's at the end of the

| ane that goes in to the famly farmnow. So you can i nmagi ne,
just turn back and | ook over the ridge, and that's where the
peopl e were com ng from

Janet: And they woul d have been com ng from where?

Laban: The story is they cane by stage coach fromBaltinore to
Cunber | and. They were out of noney so they preceded to wal k these

30 mles from Cunberland to G antsville. They stopped at a barn
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over night and asked if they could sleep in the barn. The people
let themsleep in the barn and gave them bread and potatoes to
eat because they had no noney to get food. They ate the potatoes
in the evening and kept the bread for the next norning and then
they wal ked all day to get there.

Jane: What's this about the dyde Ash farnf

Urbane: That's where Wl hel mwas. The Cyde Ash farmwas built by
W | hel m Bender.

Jane: | didn't know that.

Ur bane: The original barn burned down and the C yde Ash house has
three sections to it and | think it's the mddle section which is
the original, built by your great grandfather.

Ellen: | think instead of calling that the Enoch Bender pl ace,
call it the Peachey place where we grew up.

Laban: A quick word on what has happened to the Peachey hone

pl ace. The Schrock fam |y had bought it and then neglected it and
no one lived there for years. Now soneone nanmed Noah Yoder |ives
there, the grandson of Al bert U. Yoder, and would be our third
and half cousin. They own that farmthat was MIt's "Ahnah
Plotz." They now bought the Shem Peachey honme place. They have
not yet fixed up the house. It had been vandalized sone because
it was sitting enpty, so they have rented it to another Mennonite
famly, | don't know who they are. But they are farmng it,
beginning now to fix it up and to get it back into shape. This

famly has about seven or eight children, sonme of them are about
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twenty years old, married, so one can assune that one of these
times they' Il fix up the house and one of their children wll
live there. Helen and | stopped in and they invited us into the
house. They were very friendly. | said |I'mcom ng back in
Septenber. They are al ready making plans for that. They want ne
to walk with themover the whole farmand tell them about it. And

they treat you like sonebody they are glad to see.

HONORI NG FANNI E

Jane: On the table is a card that Fannie's children sent her

pi ece by piece for her eightieth birthday com ng up in Septenber.
An eightieth birthday--that's really sonething. Fannie, could you
stand up. [much cl appi ng]

Fanni e: When one of mny brothers was 80, soneone asked him how he
was and he said he's much better than he was eighty years ago. He
couldn't even wal k then.

SI NG NG OF HAPPY BI RTHDAY f or Fanni e.

MEMORI AL FOR ESTHER

Gareth: W want to do a nenorial.

Stanley: This is a page froma book witten by Nai pul during his
tour south. He travelled around three or four nonths in 1988. He
spent sone tinme with Esther and had this to say.

"W went to a community and craft center. It was run by a woman

with a beautiful nanme of Esther Lefever. She'd cone to the
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settlenment many years before as a folk singer. A ten-year-old

phot ograph in the Atlanta Constitution showed her as a pretty

woman with a guitar. But then being noved as a response to her
singing, an old woman got up and did a special dance. And ot her
peopl e cried. She had becone nore deeply involved with the
Appal achi an community and had even becone a city councillor. She
was small and slender, with a clear voice. She was not herself
from an Appal achi an comunity but she understood their closeness.
She was a Mennonite from Pennsyl vania, the eighth child of a
preacher. She spoke of what it had nmeant to her to nove fromthe
strictness of her Mennonite background. She fought al one, she
said. What did it nean to be al one? She said she had a picture of
being the last tree on the hillside. The other trees had all been
cut down. It hadn't been easy for her even to give up the bonnet.
All her life she had been taught to wear the bonnet out of
respect for God and man. Even when she was in her twenties, it
made her nervous to be in the streets of Chicago. It wasn't a
fear of black men so nuch as a fear of white nen who, according
to what she'd been told, drank |liquor and were gross. [laughter]"”

When you grow up in that kind of comunity, you have a sense
of grossness, how it snells and what it | ooks |ike.

"And then she had discovered the cruelty of the world
outside, the cruelty of Anmerica. How did she discover that? She
told the story. One of the Appal achian wonen cane to her one day

and said she needed a job, maid work. Esther Lefever took the
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worman to see soneone, a wonman wth a |lot of blonde hair, a wonman
just a step or two above the woman | ooking for maid work, and the
bl onde woman said, 'Why does she want maid work. That's for
coloured people." It was a sinple incident, | thought, sonething
t hat shoul d have been passed over. The bl onde woman hersel f was
as nmuch a sufferer as anybody el se. But the incident had many

| ayers of neaning and Est her Lefever had been upset and
humliated by it. She said, 'They want to keep you in the slot

t hey picked for you.' Who were 'they'? She thought and said, they
were the people who had arranged the system and wanted to keep
everyone in their place. | asked her in what way identity was

i nportant and whether there was sone practical way in which it

hel ped. She said that if you noved to a new nei ghbourhood or took
a new job and people were not too friendly, then it could be a
help if you knew who you were. You could |lash out at the
hostility. If you didn't know who you were, if you were dependent
on ot her people for your own worth, then you were in trouble. She
was given the view from bel ow, the view of the poor people she
was concerned about. And from what she said, | got the inpression
that these people had raw sensibilities and |ived on their

nerves."

[We followed with sone singing including "I Ome the Lord a

Mor ni ng Song," a song Esther sang every norning the |ast week of
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her life.]
KRI STI NA: | have sone very strong nenories of ny nother a couple
of days before she died. Before she went to the hospital the |ast
time, she was at honme and she did exactly what Jane said, she'd
get up and sing this song and | have this vivid nenory of her
standi ng between her bat hroom and her bedroom and those of you
who had seen her--she had very little hair, she was very skinny
and very little strength, and she stood there just as strong as
she could be, singing that song, and |I'msure |I'll have that
menory for the rest of her life.
JANET: Kristina, you had told a story about a bird flying down
the fireplace. Could you tell that.
KRI STI NA: Sure. One other thing before | say that. Myself and
Carla and DDmtri and Jane were in the roomwhen she died. Erika
was not able to be there--her children were sick. Al three of
them say, and unfortunately |I m ssed that, that when she died
they actually saw a greenish col our above her. | did not see
that. There was a very peaceful feeling in the room

Later when | got home--1 lived in a house that had
fireplaces. In the bedroom| had hung one of her paintings she
had done, one of her first ones. She had painted this, know ng
she had cancer. She called it "Fire," an image to her of this
cancer. It's actually a very beautiful picture, vibrant col ours,
bl ues, greens, oranges. And | had it hangi ng above the firepl ace.

When we got honme the day she died, for sonme reason, | guess | was
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showi ng the painting to a friend and | | ooked down and there was
a birdinthe fireplace. | had never seen a bird like this before
or since, but what was odd was that the colouring of this bird
mat ched the picture. |I'mnot exaggerating here. It was |ying
there, and the friend | was showng it to said, this is
wonderful. Her tradition was that if a bird is dead in the house
when sonebody dies, then that nmeans their spirit has gone on and
it nmeans things are all right. |I took a picture of this bird, and
| | oaned the canmera to a friend and the canera was stolen, so |
have no pictures of this bird. But it was there and | felt this
was ny link to her. | did not see the green colour the others
saw, but | saw the bird, so | felt that was nmy conmunication with
her after she died.

CARLA: What it was, it was |like an orb, you could see through it,
it was clear, and we were standi ng around the bed, and it kind of
hovered over her belly, and it rose up and went to the ceiling.
said to DDmtri, did you see that? and he said, yeah. |'ve never
seen anything like that in ny life.

JANE: | don't think |I've ever seen auras before, but | saw that.
CARLA: One thing is, she doesn't want us to be sad. | know we

m ss her, but | don't think she wants us to be sad.

JANE: | was struck by that in this book, about the |one tree, but
tome it's the opposite of what has happened in our famly, she
fell first, she being the tree, she fell first. Mark went before,

and | think this also applies to Charles because he fell too
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young, as did Anita, and that's why we're burning the candle for
all these people, and for us.

| don't know if everybody knows about Urbane and Gaen and
their famly, the trip they did to the Mddle East. It's a
beautiful thing they did, renmenbering Charles. | wanted to
mention that there's the photograph al bum What they did, that's
living, in a way taking the dead along but in a way of life. I'm
really m xed up about |ife and death, but as you can tell, |I'm
trying. [laughter]
RHODA: It's kind of unusual to be m xed up about that. [l aughter]
URBANE: You cane to the right place. It mght nmake the transition
easi er.
STANLEY: | was struck by a sentence. Nai pul asks about identity
and how that functions, and this rem nded ne of our |egacy
di scussion this norning, if you have a sense of your origin and a
sense of belonging, it can provide a useful function.
BARB: | wanted to say sonething about Esther. The nenories | have
of her, | renmenber her telling there's a bigger gap between her
and sone of the others. She told about seeing her new baby
brother for the first time, and the other story she told was how
she would go upstairs on the pretext to Sal one that she was goi ng
to clean her roomand waited till her nother was distracted and
t hen she woul d sneak out to the woods and after a while Sal one
woul d | ook around and say, "W ist die Esther?"

TITUS: Jane's statenent about |ife and death and bei ng confused- -
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Wen ny father was ill, we had a |ot of conversations, he was
al ways open about what he was thinking and feeling. He said "
woul d have been better off a long tine ago if | had known you

can't always figure things out."

CONVERSATI ON ABOUT ESTHER AND MORE MEMORI ES

JANE: | don't think I've told this thing that Esther did to ne.
We always had this big thing in our famly about getting ready
for church in time on Sunday nornings. One Sunday norning she was
really teasing nme. She pretended she was really bonkers. | don't
know i f any of the rest of you know this, but she was | eaping
around on the bed, and going wee-ee-ee, making really weird

noi ses and making really weird novenents.

RHODA: She never stopped doing it. [laughter]

JANE: And she distracted ne to the point that I wasn't ready for
church in tinme and | renenber running downstairs carrying ny
shoes and not being quite finished dressing and that's one of ny
early menories of Esther.

JANET: How ol d were you?

JANE: My guess is six, sonething |like that. She would have been
twelve or thirteen. Maybe | was younger at the tine.

BARB: This isn't about Esther, this is about you. | renenber
bei ng i n your house when your nother was packing you off to EMC
for the first time. | was there to see the |ast week of her

actually raising children. Janet woul d have been a baby.
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JANET: Are you older than all of our generation?

JANE: I'mthree years older than Nona. In a way, the

grandchil dren were just a continuation of kids. But on the other
hand, they al so weren't--sonewhat of a paradox.

NAOM : | renenber you playing ganes with us, Jane. G and-mamy
Ti ppytoe and we'd all follow you around saying that, and at one
monment you'd turn around and say, "Whose children are you?" Then
we'd all run and you'd chase us.

JANE: In this context, it's interesting that we played that gane.
The gane | renenber, we'd each have our dolls and ny doll would
say to your doll, or vice versa, "That baby's ugly." It was a

gane we played frequently.



SALOVE BENDER, born February 29, 1896 (LEAP YEAR!) died 1972
SHEM PEACHEY, born Septenber 26, 1889 died 1973

Mar k, born October 23, 1916 (deceased February 5, 1979)
--married Fannie Beitzel, born Septenber 21, 1915

Paul Levi, born Cctober 10, 1918

--married Ellen Shenk, born Novenber 4, 1923

(Cara) Lois, born June 17, 1920

--married Allen Yoder, born July 10, 1918

Rhoda, born June 10, 1922

--married Norman B. Mbore, born Decenber 7, 1926 (deceased)
Rut h, born January 2, 1925

--married Nejat Ali Aydin (divorced)

--marri ed Rod Happel (divorced)

Laban, born April 6, 1927

--married Helen Mumaw, born April 2, 1929

Anna, born June 20, 1929

--married Paul Shenk (divorced)

Est her, born March 17, 1931 (deceased Decenber 6, 1991)
--married Harry Lefever, born Decenber 7, 1931 (divorced)
Ur bane, born January 23, 1935
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--married Gaendol yn Wenger
(Mary) Jane, born April 22,

born February 9,

1938

--married Loren Lind, born June 14, 1937

1934
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